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Last year at this time, we were in the height of dealing with COVID-19, waiting for vaccines to become available 
and pretty much shutdown in our services.  Now, one year later, we are slowly getting back to a “new normal” 
although no one really knows yet what that will be.  All in all, we can take comfort in the success that we achieved 
and we look to the future with optimism.  I want to express my sincere gratitude for the hard work, resiliency, 
creativity and courage of staff, the people we support and our boards of trustees.  Your trust and confidence as 
we navigated through some scary days will always be treasured.  
2021 saw the retirement of Jill Baker, the Administrator of Services, after 44 years of service.  Kara Walters, 
former Director of Residential Services, transitioned into the position and Heather Poort was then named the new 
Director of Residential Services.  
A key accomplishment this past year included receiving full compliance with Kansas Department of Aging and 

Disability Services (KDADS) for the CMS Final Rule settings.  We also achieved excellence in the many other regulatory reviews and audits 
that we undergo on a regular basis.  A specific area of emphasis in 2021 focused on enhancing technology and modernizing various business 
systems.  Combine all of that with two successful fundraising events made for a very good year and sets the stage for 2022 and Cottonwood’s 
50th Anniversary.
As I reflect back on my career with Cottonwood, I couldn’t be prouder of all of the changes, advancements and quality services that I have had 
the honor of being a part of.  My sincere appreciation to you, our supporters, volunteers, local businesses, neighbors, and our fellow citizens 
who have helped us along the way to realize our potential.  You empower us with your generosity and compassion.  Please know that you make 
a difference and we are deeply grateful for your ongoing support.  

Please take a moment and enjoy our 2021 Annual Report.  
                                                                                                                                                  



Throughout 2021, we traversed another year of uncertainty amid a global pandemic.  It was not a year any of us expected, yet 
amidst the ever-changing, often contradictory circumstances, Cottonwood pulled together and met the obstacles head on.  As 
new need and challenges arose, the Cottonwood team sprang to action, found workable solutions and pressed on to provide the 
much-needed supports for our consumers.  

198 AMAZING STAFF
Staff, in true Cottonwood Strong style, never wavered from the course of imaginatively and compassionately caring for the people 
we support.  One thing we learned during the past two years is how to be nimble and flexible when it comes to providing quality 
supports.  While there were instances of pre-pandemic “normalcy” throughout the year, there were also occasions when Day Services 
seamlessly transitioned to a Group Home-based service provision and back again. 



Our newly developed capacity to provide day services in the group homes 
when conditions demand it, proficiency with Zoom technology, hybrid office/
home work schedules, and a relaxed dress code proved to be effective, 
efficient and positive outcomes of the pandemic—helping us to always 
remaining COTTONWOOD STRONG!

Residential:   
serving 95 individuals in 45 locations 

Community activities and opportunities slowly and safely 
returned, including print making classes at Lawrence Art 
Center, Music Therapy via Zoom, van rides, community 
strolls and park activities when possible.

Life Enrichment:  Serving ~49 people



In early 2021, COVID vaccines became available for 
people at high risk, which included the people with I/DD 
and the staff that support them.  Cottonwood hosted 4 on-
site vaccine clinics with nearly 100% of persons served in 
Residential and CW staff receiving the vaccination.    

Nearly 100% of both persons-served and staff 
have received COVID vaccinations!

Health Supports: 836 persons-supported seen 
in the clinic by HS Nurse

Health Supports: 2,028 health-related appointments scheduled 
for persons supported (25,409 miles traveled to transport 

persons-served to health-related appointments)



JobLink:
  # of people served in jobs:  237

# of people served seeking jobs:  49

Case Management:  283 people receiving services 

JobLink continues to excel at supporting people 
with barriers to  employment to find good jobs



Work Services: 100% work availability over 
the past 92 months even with a global 

pandemic and supply chain issues

MAP continues to grow.  MAP is a program 
designed to expand Cottonwood’s workforce to 
include people with ALL types of significant 

disabilities



Salute! 2021 successfully reimagined 
yet again, raising over $120,000 for 
Cottonwood
Salute Events:
•	 Mass Street Mosey sells out!
•	 Wine Maker Dinner sells out!
•	 No Grand Tasting but a wonderful 

event to honor our fabulous 
sponsors!

Cottonwood Classies returned to an 
in-person event, much to everyone’s 
delight. Congratulations to the 2021 
winners!

MiniMasters comes “home” to Cottonwood.  The 
annual miniature golf tournament for Cottonwood 
consumers, staff and families returned in 2021 
on a beautiful September evening on the 
Cottonwood grounds.  Lawrence Mini Golf set up 
its new course in our parking lot.  Dinner from 
Toppers Pizza and the Kona Ice Truck added to 
the festivities.  Old favorites, the street dance 
and the fish pond returned to the delight of all.  
Can’t wait until next year!

Caring & Commitment Awards     
Ladina Miller & Delilah Tidzump

Shining Star Award
Sam Branson & Karrie Metzger

Cottonwood Industries Business 
Partner of the Year
Churchill Container

JobLink Employer of the Year
Heartland Homecare Pharmacy

Distinguished Service Award
Tom Mulinazzi



Shaping Futures
Sam has received support from Cottonwood since 1974. 

Sam is one of the kindest consumers around. He is always thinking about people he cares 
about, where they are, what they are doing, whether they are feeling good or bad. 

Sam loves being involved in any activities whether it’s going on a Parks & Rec trip to Branson, 
the state fair or to a KC Royals game, Sam doesn’t want to miss out! He loves to take van rides 
around town and enjoys telling staff which way to go since he is great with directions.
Sam showed amazing flexibility over the last 2 years of COVID. He accepted we do not always 

have a set answer for him as he is a very routine oriented person.

Sam has a close relationship with his sisters and talks to them every 
week. He is excited for any holiday that gets him to see his family.

Sam
Cottonwood Classies returned to an 
in-person event, much to everyone’s 
delight. Congratulations to the 2021 
winners!
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Ladina Miller & Delilah Tidzump

Shining Star Award
Sam Branson & Karrie Metzger

Cottonwood Industries Business 
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Churchill Container

JobLink Employer of the Year
Heartland Homecare Pharmacy

Distinguished Service Award
Tom Mulinazzi



Shaping Futures
Karrie is very positive and fun to be around. She is always so proud of herself 
for whatever she is doing well at the time. Karrie has grown to be an outstanding 
self-advocate and a fiercely independent lady. Karrie does well living on her own 
and maintains her apartment. Karrie says she likes living on her own because she 
doesn’t have to deal with roommates- she can just deal with the neighbors, who she 
enjoys. 
Karrie has worked at Target for 18 years and has a countdown to retirement. She is 
looking forward to her retirement party!  
Karrie loves rock and roll and has enjoyed going to many concerts over the years, 
including KISS. 
Her consistent positive attitude, outstanding work ethic and her endearing personality 
truly make her a shining star.

Karrie
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Name:__________________________________Phone:___________

Email:________________________Address:____________________

□  Credit Card:________________________Type:______CCV:______

    Expiration:__/___Signature:________________________________

□  Check enclosed        □  Invoice me

□   My gift is in honor/memory of:______________________________

One-time Donation

I would like to make a donation  
in the amount of

 

 $

Mail to:
Cottonwood Foundation
2801 West 31st Street
Lawrence, KS  66047

Log on to www.cwood.org 
click Donate

Monthly Donation

Expenses

2021 Financials

Revenues

Expenses

Karrie
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A&H Air Conditioning & Heating Inc. 
Lou Aaron
Ms. Shannon Abrahamson
Ms. Donna Ackley
Advanco 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ahlen
Ms. Lindsey Ahlen
Dr. & Mrs. David Ambler
American Century Investments 
Ameriprise Financial Services  
    (Teresa Kempf)
Mr. & Mrs. Darron Ammann
Mr. & Mrs. James Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Anderson
Mr. Dana Anderson
Ms. Susan Arasmith
Dr. & Mrs. Jeff Atwood
Mary Elizabeth Atwood
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Atzeni
Ms. Heather Bahnmaier
Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Baker
Ms. Jill Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Ballard
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Bandle
Ms. Lynell Barnes
Bartlett and West 
Mr. & Mrs. William Bartscher
Sarah Bastemeyer
Mr. & Mrs. Smitty Belcher
Koree Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Bentzinger
Ms. Raegann Berger
Ms. Martha Berger
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Berns
Berry Global, Inc. 
Ms. Cristy Bidinger
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Billau
Mr. & Mrs. Rod Bittel
Dr. & Mrs. Lee Bittenbender
Ms. Marilyn Bittenbender
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Blaser
Ms. Lori Blaylock
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Bodhi Tree Holistic Healing 
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Boeve

Chris Bolander
Mr. & Mrs. Zak Bolick
Boulevard Brewing Company 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bourgeois
Mr. & Mrs. Clint Bowen
Ms. Karen Braley
Denise Breason
Ms. Alice Brewer
Mr. & Mrs. Vic Brightwell
Ettie Brightwell
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Brindle
Ms. Theresa Browning
Ms. Lois Brubaker
Margaret Brumberg
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Bryan
Bryant Collision Repair, LLC 
BT & Co. 
Erich Bublitz
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Budde
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Burke
Ms. Jane Buttenhoff
Mr. Joe Caldwell
Donna Callaghan
Ms. Linda Campbell
Capital Federal Savings Bank 
Ms. Gloria Casper
CEK Insurance 
Central Bank of the Midwest 
Central National Bank
Mr. & Mrs. V.A. Chamberlin
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Chandler
Cherry Hill Properties 
Chicken N Pickle 
City Wide Facility Solutions 
City Wine Market  
Clark/Huesemann 
Colliers 
Commerce Bancshares Foundation 
Consolidated Printing 
Mr. Walt Cooper
Cork & Barrel 
Ms. RoxAna Covarubias
Ms. Kristen Craven
Ms. Paige Crawford
Norman Frederick Crews lll
Kelly Croke

Crown Automotive
Mr. Ron Crystal
Mr. Mack Curry
Ms. Christie Curtis
Davenport Orchards & Winery 
Ms. Nichole Dayton
Angelo (Felipe) del Campo
April Del Campo Mendez
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Denney
Dr. & Mrs. Dale Denning
Cathy Dennis
Jim des Garennes
Chelsea DeSoto
Ms. Shauna Devenport
Diane Vigna Designs 
Jeff Dickinson
Mr. & Mrs. Drew Diedel
Mr. Andrew Dierks
Ms. Amy Dixon
Regan Dodd
Ms. Stacey Donovan
Drippé Construction 
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Dunstan
Ms. Cynthia Durley
Mr. & Mrs. Don Duryee
Mr. Chris Earl
Ms. Juliann Earl
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Easter
Mr. Ross Edwards
Eland Title Co. 
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Eldridge
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Ely
Emprise Bank 
Mr. & Mrs. Laverne Epp
Mr. & Mrs. David Evans
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Evans
Evergy 
Exploration Place 
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Fales
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Falley
Farm Bureau Financial 
Dr. & Mrs. Brendan Farrell
Christopher Feldhausen
Ms. Karin Feltman
Ms. Beverly Fertig

Mr. Dana Fertig
Dr. & Mrs. Chris Fevurly
Deborah Filkins
First Construction, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Flory
Mr. & Mrs. James Flory
Mary Foley
Laurie Folsom
Mr. & Mrs. James Fouche-Schack
Ms. Jan Fox
Foxtail Real Estate Co. 
Ms. Abigail Fraley
Ms. Marci Francisco
Free State Dental 
Mr. Ralph Frey
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Friend
Ms. Elizabeth Furlong
Furniture Junkee 
Ms. Martha Gage
Mr. Isaac Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Gatti
GCSAA 
Ms. Jane Getto
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Gibson
Mr. Patrick Gideon
Mr. Scott Gilmore
Mr. Eric Giovanni
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Gish
Annette Givens
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Glasgow
Mr. Steve Glass
Ms. Charlee Glinka
Dr. Phil Godwin
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Goeser
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gonzales
Ms. Heidi Gowen
GPW & Associates, LLC 
Grace Hill Winery 
Grandstand Glassware + Apparel 
Dr. & Mrs. Captain Gray
Charlie Greig
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Grimes
Mr. & Mrs. Kit Grove
Ms. Jocelyn Gunter

Mr. & Mrs. James Guthrie
Ms. Julie Hack
Ms. Constance Hadl
Ms. Tiffany Hall
Hallmark Cards Incorporated 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Halpin
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Harker
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Harriett
Ms. Beth Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Harvey
Ms. Susie Harwood
Ms. Linda Hasler
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hawk
Ms. Lori Heasty
Ms. Kimberly Heck
Dr. & Mrs. Marvin Heinbach
Heinbach Larkin, DDS 
Henderson Engineers, Inc. 
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Henslee
Mr. & Mrs. James Herron
Mr. & Mrs. Don Herron
Ms. Coleen & Megan Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Hite
Mr. Joseph Hlavacek
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Hoernicke
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Hohman
Mr. Josh Hoke
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Holladay
Ms. Beth Holzmueller
Mr. Sean Hoover
Ms. Linda Howard
Mr. Barney Hubert
Drs. Eric and Pamela Huerter
Mr. & Mrs. George Hughes
Ms. Cheri Hunter
Ms. Melissa Hurst
Mr. Chris Hutchens
J.M. Smucker Company 
Ms. Angela Jacobson
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Jamison
Jason’s Deli 
Jazzercise 
Jefferson’s 
Mr. David Jennings

Joe’s Kansas City
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Don Johnston
Dr. Rosemary Jones
Mr. Bernard Judge
Juice Plus 
Jungle House Goods 
Ms. Audrey Kamb-Studdard
Kansas City Chiefs Football Club
Kansas City Zoo 
Cooper Karlin
Kaw Valley Farm Tour 
Kaw Valley State Bank 
KC NWSL 
Kendra Scott 
Mr. Joseph Kenney
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Kimball
Ms. Pat Kimbrough
Kindred CPA, LLC 
Kinedyne LLC 
April Klutman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Knapp
Knights of Columbus #11240
John Knutsen
Mr. & Mrs. George Kreidler
Kreidler Consulting Group 
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Kress
Kring’s Interiors 
KU Bookstore 
Ms. Cynthia Kuhlmann
Ms. Eunice Kuhlmann-Grieder
Kurt Goeser State Farm Insurance
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lacock
Ladies Auxiliary To Fraternal Order 
Of Eagles #309 
Laird Noller Automotive 
Shania Lamm
Ms. Ellie Lamson
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Larkin
Laser Logic 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Lauts
Drs. David & Stephanie Lawhorn
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lawrence
Lawrence Business Magazine 
 



Lawrence Country Club
Lawrence Journal World
Lawrence Landscape 
Lawrence Podiatry 
Lazer Tow 
Let’s Roam 
Ms. Darlene Leuthold
Tyler Lindquist
Dr. & Mrs. Neal Lintecum
Mr. & Mrs. David Livingood
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Livingston
LMH Health (Amy Northrop)
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Locke
Mr. Daniel Logan & Ms. Gladys 
Cofrin 
Mr. & Mrs. David Longhurst
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Lopes
Ms. Haining Lou
LRIco
Mr. & Mrs. David Ludwick
Mr. & Mrs. John Lungstrum
Ms. Katherine MacDougall
Liza MacKinnon
Main Street Inn Bed & Breakfast 
Marlan Construction 
Mr. & Mrs. Sammy Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Martin
Ms. Shirley Martin-Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Maurer
Cassandra Mayhugh
Ferlon Mayo
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Mayo
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McCaw
McCormick Distilling Company 
Kiefer McCulley
McDonald’s Dobski & Associates 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike McKinney
Mr. Phil McKnight
McLain’s Bakery KC 
Mr. John McQueeney
Mr. & Mrs John Mentz
Merchants Pub & Plate 
Meritrust Credit Union 
Merlin Entertainments
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Meyer
Midco 
Midwest Concrete Materials 
Midwest Exterminators 
Midwest Trust 
Ms. Shirley Miller
Mr. James Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Minnis
Bryan Minnis
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Mitchell
Mr. Rachel Mixon
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Mock
Mr. Kurt Moomau
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Moore
Mr. Martin Moore & Ms. Durand 
Reiber
Billy Moorman
Mr. Cody Moran
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Morgan
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Mulinazzi
Mr.& Mrs. Lance Mullen
Sarah Muller
Munchers Bakery 
Danny Munck
Mr. Scott Murray
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Murray
Ms. Sue Nanninga
Nestings Home Décor & Gifts
Network for Good
Mr. David Nichols
Ms. Kristy Nissley
Ms. Andrea Norris
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Oliver
Oread Inn
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Ostrow
Dr. & Mrs. James F. Otten
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Owens
Mr. & Mrs. David Owens
Ms. Joan Oyerly
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Padgett
Ms. Judy Paley
Sharon Parnell
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Patterson
Pawsh Wash 

Mr. & Mrs. Mike PelanMr. & Mrs. 
John Pendleton
Mr. & Mrs. Kent Pennybaker
Nanette Perrin
Ms. Mary Ruth Petefish
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Phalen
Mr. Delbert Phlipot
Mr. Brent Pickert
Pix Ninja 
Pat Porzelt
Paula Pratt
PRESS Restaurant
Jamie Price
Pur-O-Zone 
Quik Trip 
Gay Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. John Ramsey
Mr. Douglas Raney
Ms. Carrie Raney
RCB Bank 
Mr. & Mrs. Jarrett Rea
Mr. Mark Rector
James Redmond
Mr. Murray Renick
Ms. Roberta Renz
Dennis Rethman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Rexroad
Mr. & Mrs. Dwane Richardson
Sam Rider
Jillian Rodrigue
Mr. & Mrs. Phillip Rodriquez
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rowen
Rudd Oakville Estate 
Rumsey-Yost 
Runza National 
Ms. Ruth Ann Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Sack
Jessica Sadler
Rachel Saladin
Ms. Maria Sanden
Ms. Paula Sauder
Mr. & Mrs. John Sayler
Ms. Carol Schaub
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Schenewerk

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Schmidt
Sarah Schmitt
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Schnaer
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Schneweis
Jason Schrick
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Schulteis
Mr. & Mrs. A.J. Schwartz
Dr. John Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Norb Schwartz
Livia Sexton
Mr. Cole Shaffer
Ms. Harriet Shaffer
Ms. Vicki Sharp
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Sigler
Sigler Pharmacy 
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Six
SJK Knits 
Slick Clark Designs 
Slim Chickens 
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Sloan
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Smiley
Mr. & Mrs. Wes Smith
Ms. Carol Smith
Ms. Pam Smith
Ms. Beverly Smith Billings
Snap Promotions, LLC 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Sollars
SPIN! Pizza 
Sporting KC 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Spratt
Megan Spreer
Ms. Vernell St. John
Mr. Eric Stafford
Standard Beverage
Standard Tire & Automotive 
Stephens Real Estate 
Laura Stephenson
Stoneback Appliance 
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Stuever
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Stultz
Mr. & Mrs. Derrill Swearingen
Sweet Love Farms 
Mr. Anthony Takacs
Tanganyika Wildlife Park

Mr. & Mrs. J. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tesdahl
The Batch Tiny House Rental
The Beach-Edwards Family 
Foundation 
The Merc
The National WWl Museum & 
Memorial 
The Trust Company 
The White Schoolhouse 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Thornton
Delilah Tidzump
Kristina Tirol-Carmody
Triad Leasing 
Truity Credit Union 
Kiel Unruh
Uplift Coffee Shop 
US Bank 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Vanderpool
Robbie Vannaman
Mr. Bruce Vaughn
Dennis Vigna
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Vigna
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Vigna
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vigna
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Von Achen
Ms. Jackie Waggoner
Mr. Jason Walker
Ms. Dana Wallert
Ms. Peggy Wallert
Mr. Travis Walsh
Ms. Amanda Walters
Ms. Kara Walters
Mr. & Mrs. Kipp Walters
Ms. Anne Walters
Ms. Jeanette Walther
Ms. Rise Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Warner
Mr. David Webb
Annie Wedman
Mr. Herb Weidensaul
Mr. Paul Weigel
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wenger
Dr. & Mrs. Ken Wertzberger

West Bottoms Whiskey Co. 
Whaley Sweet 
Mr. & Mrs. Don White
Ms. Kelly Whitehouse
Ms. Katie Whitenight
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Whitenight
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Whitten
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Wiese
Ms. Angie Wilhelm
William Grant & Sons
Andrew Williams
Mr. Todd Williams
Ms. Ginger Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis Wood
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Wood
Ms. Becky Woodyard
Marty Yost
Mr. Brandon Young
Mr. & Mrs. Vernie Young
Ms. Amanda Young
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Zinn
Julie Zule
Mr. & Mrs. David Zupancic

We appreciate your support!
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Honorariums

Kathy Aaron
Lou Aaron
Donna Callaghan
Norman Frederick Crews lll
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Denney
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Harker
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Henslee
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lacock
Ferlon Mayo
Network for Good
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Schmidt

Sue Anderson
Mr. Dana Anderson

Dr. Vernon Branson
Ms. Jane Getto

Vernon & Jessie Branson
Dr. Rosemary Jones

Cary Brightwell
Mr. & Mrs. Vic Brightwell
Ms. Gloria Casper

Sharon Spratt
    Dr. Phil Godwin
    Ms. Ellie Lamson
    Mr. Phil McKnight
Shelley Schultz
    Ms. Ruth Ann Ryan

THANK YOU!Jim Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Duncan
 
Richard Hamrick
Mr. Ron Crystal

John Holladay
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Holladay

Melinda McKnight 
Mr. Phil McKnight

Carl Clayton & Mike Sampson
Mr. Barney Hubert

Millie Peters
Ms. Audrey Kamb-Studdard

Yoland Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. Vernie Young

Ethel Whitenight
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Whitenight

Linda Condra
Mr. & Mrs. James Anderson
Ms. Jill Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Bentzinger
Ms. Lois Brubaker
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Dunstan
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Evans
Mr. & Mrs. James Fouche-Schack
Ms. Constance Hadl
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Harvey
Ms. Linda Hasler
Ms. Darlene Leuthold
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Mayo
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Dwane Richardson
Mr. & Mrs. Leon Schneweis
Ms. Carol Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Spratt
Ms. Rise Ward
Mr. David Webb
Ms. Becky Woodyard

2021 was a remarkable year for Cottonwood, in many ways.  Challenging 
and rewarding.  And always, working together to provide the best possible 
services and supports for the people we serve—and continuing to be 
COTTOWOOD STRONG!



FOUNDATION
BOARD OF TRUSTEEES
Tana Ahlen
Hank Booth
Brad Burnside
Kristin Eldridge
Michelle Fales
Kurt Goeser
Mark Gonzales
Brandon Graham
Colleen Himmelberg
Tom Larkin
Nancy Longhurst
Oliver Minnis
Tim Mock
Allison Moore
Martin Moore
Carrie Parker
Miles Schnaer
Jon Smiley
J. Taylor
Andy Vigna
Richard Zinn

FOUNDATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Kurt Goeser, President
Colleen Himmelberg, Executive VP
Tom Larkin, Vice President
Kristin Eldridge, Secretary
Mark Gonzales, Treasurer
Nancy Longhurst, Past President

MANAGEMENT TEAM

Colleen Himmelberg, CEO
Kara Walters 
Administrator of Services

Phil Bentzinger 
Director of JobLink

Ettie Brightwell 
Director of Community Relations  
& Development

Angela Levy 
Director of CDDO Administration

Pat Kimbrough 
Executive Assistant

Dennis Meier 
Director of Human Resources

Heather Poort 
Director of Residential Services

Heather Thies 
Director of Life Enrichment Services

Duane Turnbull 
Director of Work Services

Jeff Whittier 
Director of Support Services

Jessica Wood 
Chief Financial Officer

Cottonwood, Incorporated is a 501 
(c) (3) not-for-profit organization that 
serves individuals with developmental 
disabilities.  Cottonwood provides 
employment , residential, and 
community support services.   
Cottonwood is a member of Interhab, 
the Resource Network for Kansans with 
Disabilities.  
Cottonwood is partially funded on 
a contractual basis with the Kansas 
Department for Aging & Disability 
Services. Cottonwood is an affirmative 
action equal opportunity employer.  
We do business in accordance with 
the Federal Fair Housing Law.  (The Fair 
Housing Amendment Act of 1998)
Labeling and mailing services for this 
newsletter have been provided by 
men and women of Cottonwood.  An 
adapted version of this publication and 
other materials are available by calling 
785.842.0550 or by visiting us on 
the web at www.cwood.org. 

COTTONWOOD INC.
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Doug Anderson
Steve Atzeni
Joe Baker
Barbara Ballard
Marilyn Bittenbender
Zak Bolick
Mary Carson
Robert Day
Beth Easter
Kirsten Flory
Kerry Glasgow
Webster Golden
Luke Livingston
Shirley Martin-Smith
Tom Mulinazzi
Gary Rexroad
Jeff Sigler
Paul Werner

Marilyn Bittenbender
Shirley Martin-Smith
Tom Mulinazzi,  Past President

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Zak Bolick, President
TBD, Vice President
Gary Rexroad, Secretary
Paul Werner, Treasurer
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